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Dear Friends of the Arabian Leopard, 
      What we are trying to accomplish in Yemen is nothing short of a revolution.  Revolutions take vision, 
persistence, and time, but I believe that after reading our first anniversary update you will agree that we are 
headed in the right direction.  This is a collaborative effort involving many people with a shared mission.  If 
you are reading this, you are part of this mission and I thank you for your continuing dedication.  Without 
you the foundation would not exist and achieving our goal really would be impossible. 
With best wishes and heartfelt thanks, 
     David 

1. The Foundation Celebrates its First Birthday:  Today the foundation celebrates its first birthday.  While it 
might be appropriate to mark the day with some kind of self-congratulatory media event, we prefer to 
simply push ahead.  This is hard work against difficult odds and as much as we’ve accomplished in the past 
12 months, it is far too early to pause in the relentless effort to preserve Yemen’s National Animal. 

 

 

 

 

“Friends of the Arabian Leopard” 

More than 200 members around the world! 
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Foundation for the Protection of the Arabian Leopard in Yemen 

P.O. Box 7069 

Sana’a, Republic of Yemen 

Tel: +967 733916928 

Fax: +967 - 1 - 370193 

Email: contact@yemenileopard.org  

“Working to ensure a sustainably managed wild population of Arabian Leopards living in 

harmony with local communities in Yemen” 

The Foundation’s Board of Trustees (L to R): Mr. Haitham Mohsen Alaini, His Excellency Dr. Abdulkarim 

Al-Iryani, His Excellency Abdulrahman Fadhl Al-Eryani, Mr. David Stanton, Mr. Adnan Ahmed Jumman 
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2. Oman Training Heralds a New Era in Arabian Leopard Conservation:   

                

After nearly 18 months of preparation, the foundation team recently underwent a week of intensive training 
with experts from the Arabian Leopard Survey and the Arabian Oryx Project in Oman.  The two-week sojourn 
involved a long overland journey for trainees Yousuf Mohageb, Ibrahim Wada’i, Nasser Aswot, Dr. Mohamed 
Al-Doais, and Awadh Al-Akbary.  Departing from Sana’a on October 28th, the team rendezvoused with fellow 
team members Malini Pittet and David Stanton in Mukalla.  On the 29th the entourage drove to Hawf where 
it followed Malini for two days as she monitored her trail cameras in the Hawf Protected Area.  Crossing the 
border on November 1st, the FPALY team was greeted by Engineer Salah Al-Mahthori and Mr. Khalifa Al-
Harsausi of the Arabian Oryx Project and leopard expert Mr. Khaled Al-Hikmani of the Arabian Leopard 
Survey, Oman’s 13-year effort to preserve the 50 or so leopards that range the Dhofar. 

 

 

 

 

Following a program designed by Khaled and his colleague Hadi Al-Hikmani, the team camped for six days on 
Jebels Samhan, Qara, and Qammar.  Each day involved difficult treks into the leopards’ lairs where we were 
shown fresh leopard sign and were the first to see new leopard images recorded by the leopard survey’s trail 
cameras.  In a particularly exciting sequence of events, Nasser claimed to have seen a leopard on the 
periphery of our camp on Jebel Qara.  When we checked the nearest camera trap (barely one kilometer from 
the camp) it had recorded an image of a healthy male leopard taken only two hours prior to Nasser’s 
reported sighting.  A full report of the training which sadly came to an end on November 7th is currently 
being prepared.  As a result of this training Yemen now has a cohort of potential researchers with first-hand 

Standing (L to R): Tom Evans, Awadh Al-Akbary, Yousuf Mohageb, Darko Mocilnikar, Kevin Rushby, David 

Stanton, Ibrahim Wada’i, Salah Al-Mahthori, and Khaled Al-Hikmani.  Kneeling (L to R): Nasser Aswot, Khalifa 

Al Harsausi, Dr. Mohamed Al-Doais, Fadhl Al-Eryani, Malini Pittet 
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experience in the effective methodologies so successfully employed by our Omani colleagues.  Perhaps of 
greater importance is that this training represented a concrete first step in the future collaboration of these 
two key range states for the protection of the last viable populations of wild leopards in the peninsula. 

                  
 

 

The training was made possible by grants from the Abu Dhabi chapter of the Emirates Natural History Group, 
the Griffin Group, and the National Tobacco and Matches Corporation.  Special thanks go to our Omani hosts 
who developed a brilliant program and provided us with the finest in hospitality and companionship 
throughout.  All was made possible through the good graces of His Excellency, Dr. Sheikh Talib Hilal Al-Hosni, 
Secretary General of the Diwan of the Royal Court of the Sultanate of Oman.  We look forward to hosting the 
Omani team for a reciprocal visit in the spring and to organizing further trainings for future teams of Yemeni 
researchers. 

                
 

3.  Preliminary Hawf Results:  The Hawf Leopard Survey got underway on September 26th and has been 
running continually for almost two months.  Volunteer researcher Malini Pittet and her assistant/trainee 
Fadhl Al-Eryani have worked tirelessly canvassing the inhabitants of Hawf and trekking into the most 
inaccessible recesses of the Hawf Protected Area looking for suitable areas to install trail cameras.  
Operating up to 12 units, Malini has taken clear photos of Arabian Wolf, Striped Hyena, Caracal, and a 
number of small mammal and bird species including Rock Hyrax, Arabian Partridge, and Stone Curlew.  She 
has also photographed a large felid pugmark which several experts agree falls within the “grey area” 
between large caracal and small leopard.  As a result of the Oman training, Malini has learned techniques 
specific to Arabian leopard research that we are confident will increase her chances of being the first to ever 
photograph a wild Arabian leopard in Yemen.  Nevertheless, as Fadhl said, this is worse than looking for a 
needle in a haystack and it will take a lot of luck in addition to all the hard work and perseverance of Malini 
and Fadhl to achieve this goal. 

Fresh Leopard Track on Jebel Qara Khaled Shows us a new leopard image on 

his memory card reader 
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                     Large Felid Pugmark                      One of several Arabian Wolves photographed 

        
                    Striped Hyena scent marking            One of at least two Caracals photographed 

               
  Many of Malini’s subjects show more curiosity than fear of her cameras 

Malini’s research constitutes the initial phase of a year-long research project funded in part by the 
Mohamed Bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund of Abu Dhabi. 

 
We are currently scheduling a rota of foreign volunteers and Yemeni graduate students to continue the 
research when Malini goes home at the end of the month.  Anyone who is interested in contributing to this 
pioneering research should send his/her CV to contact@yemenileopard.org  

Photo CEDT 

mailto:contact@yemenileopard.org


 

                    TOTAL E&P YEMEN Supports the Protection of the Arabian Leopard in Yemen 

 

4. Al Jazeera Documentary about the Foundation’s Efforts to Save the Arabian Leopard in Yemen 
Scheduled for Broadcast in January: On October 25th a small team from Think Tank Films in London arrived 
at Sana’a International Airport in order to produce a half-hour documentary for Al Jazeera (English).  The 
film, entitled “Leopards in Winter,” focuses on foundation trainees Ibrahim Wada’i and Nasser Aswot and 
their experiences during the Oman training mission.  Filmed in Wada’a (Amran), Hadhramawt, Al Mahrah, 
and Oman we hope that the film captures the essence of what the foundation is struggling to achieve.  
Conceived by Guardian journalist Kevin Rushby, the documentary was filmed and produced by Tom Evans 
with sound recording by Darko Mocilnikar.  Fadhl Al-Eryani served as interpreter and assistant. 

 
Left to Right: Darko Mocilnikar, Tom Evans, Kevin Rushby, Fadhl Al-Eryani 

5.  World Bank/GEF Project in the Pipeline:  For months we’ve been hinting at something spectacular 

on our horizon and in celebration of our first anniversary we’d like to make the news public.  On November 
27, 2009, barely a week after the foundation became official we started working with the Ministry of Water 

and Environment and the World Bank on the development of a proposal, entitled: “Leopards and Landscapes: 

Using a Flagship Species to Strengthen Conservation in the Republic of Yemen” for co-funding under the 
Global Environmental Facility (GEF).  Through a collaborative process involving extensive dialog and a lot of 

hard work, we refined the proposal which received technical clearance from the GEF Secretariat in March.  
Co-funding for a Project Preparation phase was approved by the GEF Secretariat in June.  The Project 

Preparation grant will be utilized during the coming year to further refine the Full-sized Project which has yet 
to receive final approval.  Because GEF grants can only be applied for and disbursed to governments, this one 

will be administered by the General Authority for Rural Water Supply, the umbrella under which Yemen’s 

Ministry of Water & Environment falls.  Nevertheless, as one of the two principal partners that developed the 
GEF proposal, the foundation is expected to have an influential hand in the development of the Project 

Document and implementation of the Full-sized Project. 
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6. The Foundation gets Wheels: 

 
The foundation vehicle prior to renovations 

On October 25 Executive Chairman of the National Tobacco and Matches Corporation, Sheikh Tawfik S. 
Abdullah Saleh handed over the keys of a 1995 Toyota Landcruiser pickup, aka “Shass.”  This permanent 
loan came at an extremely opportune time as it enabled us to transport our team and equipment to Oman 
for the training mission.  The exceptionally tough Shass is the perfect vehicle for the type of work we do in 
the field.  Additionally, when renovations are complete, the Shass will provide an ideal platform for raising 
awareness about Yemen’s National Animal and our efforts to protect it.  As always, we remain exceedingly 
grateful to Sheikh Saleh whose generous support has kept the foundation active throughout our first year. 

7. What’s in Store for our Second Year:  Much of our focus for the first year has been to create a credible 
leopard conservation program that is sustainable in the long term.  With the World Bank/GEF project, it 
looks as though we may be on the verge of succeeding.  Nevertheless, huge obstacles remain and we shall 
steadfastly continue to try and batter them down until Yemen is on par with Oman in terms of the 
effectiveness of leopard conservation.  Our accomplishments have been gained with the slimmest of 
resources and indeed, in spite of the impending World Bank/GEF project the foundation, like the Arabian 
leopard itself, still treads a thin line between viability and extinction.  Our program for the next year 
therefore will be to build upon the successes of the past year, to capitalize on the credibility we’ve 
generated, and to keep pushing.  To all the friends of the Arabian leopard whose support and 
encouragement provides inspiration – Thank you! 

 

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world.  Indeed, it is the only thing 
that ever has.” - Margaret Mead 

Photo by Dr. Andrew Spalton -courtesy of the Arabian Leopard Survey 


