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“Working to ensure a sustainably managed wild population of Arabian Leopards
living in harmony with local communities in Yemen”

Update No. 33: August 31, 2012
I am proud that NTMC is the leading sponsor of the Foundation for
Endangered Wildlife (Yemen), this country’s most active and effective
conservation organization.
- Sheikh Tawfik Saleh Abdullah Saleh, retired Executive Chairman

1. FEW’s Executive Director Returns to the Classroom: Following a three-year
hiatus from his teaching job at Sanaa International School, FEW’s Executive
Director resumed his teaching career on August 25th. David Stanton, who
founded FEW and its predecessors the Yemeni Leopard Recovery Program and
the Foundation for the Protection of the Arabian Leopard in Yemen, is optimistic
that FEW’s impact will continue to grow in a positive direction in coming years.
“We have a solid reputation based on years of good work under difficult
circumstances, a cadre of skilled and dedicated Yemeni conservationists on our
team, and a growing portfolio of important conservation projects,” said Stanton.
Until a suitable, full-time replacement has been recruited and trained to lead the
NGO, Stanton will continue as the Executive Director on a part-time basis. Asked
if he envisioned difficulty in keeping FEW on track whilst teaching full-time, he
replied, “This organization has a lot of vitality and our projects are in good hands
with Yousuf Mohageb, Murad Mohammed, Waleed Al-Ra’il, Hisham Al-Takry, and
Nasser Aswot managing them. I will happily continue to provide advice and
guidance, but I believe that though this may be a difficult transition for me, it will Portrait by FEW board member Mr. Adnan
speed FEW in the direction of full Yemeni ownership which is as it should be.”
Ahmed Jumman
2. Yemeni Customs Clears Substantial Shipment of FEW Research
Equipment: During summer leave in the United States, FEW’s
Executive Director purchased thousands of dollars worth of research
equipment for the Prince Bernhard Nature Fund project in Hajjah and
Abyan. Additional equipment was purchased to revitalize the project in
Hawf where a steady attrition of trail cameras due to the inevitable
occasional theft (see article in next month’s update), vandalism,
weather, mechanical failure and, in the case of a Bushnell Trophy Cam,
attack by a curious hyena has reduced our arsenal by more than half
during the past two years. Thanks to donations collected by William
Bezodis at the British International School of Jeddah, contributions
from the Qatar Natural History Group, and a grant from the Emirates
Hisham, Waleed, and Murad proudly display the 34 trail Natural History Group, FEW has more than doubled the number of
cameras, 100 SD cards 5 GPSs, 12 battery chargers, and cameras that it has on the ground in Hawf. The equipment was
384 rechargeable batteries that FEW recently acquired. imported on August 18th and it required hours of negotiation and
payment of a heavy import tariff to clear the shipment; previously, only
a brief explanation was needed to surmount this hurdle. After issuing a
receipt for the duty paid, customs agent ‘Mohammed’ said, “This is the
procedure now.” While the unexpected expense puts a strain on FEW’s
limited budget, the fact that the Government of Yemen is now
implementing and enforcing strict import policies may be a positive
Striped Hyena teeth impressions in a ruined trail camera sign that the country is on the road to a more sustainable future.
3. Shabwa Leopard Still Alive and “Recovering”: In a telephone interview on August 19th, Mr. Adel Baqatada,
controller for Shabwa Governor Dr. Ali Al-Ahmadi, stated that “the leopard has fully recovered from its injuries and is
doing fine.” He further stated that he visits the leopard daily which, upon advice from FEW, has been moved to a
private location where it is kept isolated from the public and fed rabbits and sheep meat with skin and bones
attached. In order to substantiate these claims, FEW staffers Waleed Al-Ra’il and Murad Mohammed visited Shabwa
from August 27-28. While there they took numerous photographs, collected hair and stool samples for DNA analysis,
and met various stakeholders including Sheikh Mohammed Bin Naji who is in possession of the leopard, Mr. Baqatada,
Mr. Naif Musad, Director General of the Shabwa EPA office, and the Secretary General of the Local Council for Shabwa
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The Shabwa leopard last April with grievous injuries including a The same animal on August 28th; her injuries have largely healed
severed paw and badly battered forehead.
over, but she has lost most of her canine teeth since April.

Mr. Abdurabuh Hislah Nasser. Waleed and Murad were welcomed in Shabwa by all of the many people they met and
several pledged their “support” in “helping the Foundation.” However, Sheikh Bin Naji clearly intends to keep the
leopard. Regardless, FEW remains committed to moving her to the Breeding Centre for Endangered Arabian Wildlife in
Sharjah where she will receive expert care and be able to contribute new vigor to the captive gene pool. It is gratifying
to know that our input has led to a less traumatic existence for the Shabwa leopard, but as she is now incapable of
survival in the wild, it is essential that her precious genes be incorporated into the regional captive breeding effort.

The primitive device used to snare the leopard in Mayfa’a Hajjar Sheikh Mohammed Ali Bin Naji makes a point to Waleed.

4. Kamieskroon Sports Club Takes off with Help from the Foundation: In November 2011, the Foundation brought
two suitcases full of used sports equipment donated by Sana’a International School to Ms. Michell Dreyer in
Kamieskroon, South Africa. Michell was then establishing a sports club for the disadvantaged children in her
community. Thanks to Michell and her sponsors (including FEW/FPALY) the children of Kamieskroon are now able to
enrich their lives through participation in a variety of sports activities that had previously been unavailable to them.
Left: Members of the
Kamieskroon Sports Club
celebrate the Club’s
official opening.
Right: Close-up of the
Sport’s Club sign thanking
its sponsors (Note FPALY
logo in lower left-hand
corner).
Both Photos courtesy of
Michell Dreyer
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” - Margaret Mead

TOTAL E&P YEMEN Supports the Protection of the Arabian Leopard in Yemen
FEW/FPALY, P.O. Box 7069, Sana’a, Republic of Yemen - Tel: 00967 733916928 - contact@yemenileopard.org

